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Sept. 12: Two brothers of the recently-assassinated founder of the campesino self-defense militias,
Henry de Jesus Perez, were killed in a highway ambush. The militias operate in the Magdalena
Medio region. In July, all three brothers had been sentenced to 20 years in prison by a Bogota
judge for their role in two massacres which took place two years ago in the Uraba bananagrowing region. Their sentences were subsequently commuted. Sept. 13: In Caracas (Venezuela),
government representatives participating in peace talks with the Coordinadora Guerrillera Simon
Bolivar (CGSB) told reporters they would be willing to hold separate talks with a splinter group
that recently broke with the National Liberation Army (ELN). CGSB leaders claim 8,000 rebel
combatants, while the ELN faction claims about 1,000. Sept. 14: Deputy Carlos Julian Velez, member
of the Patriotic Union (UP), was assassinated together with his spouse, six-year old son and brother.
Velez and his family were traveling on a highway near Mesetas municipality, Meta department,
when the vehicle was hit by gunfire and grenades. About 2,000 UP members have been assassinated,
presumably by rightist paramilitary groups, since the party was founded. Sept. 16: Interior Minister
Humberto de la Calle said representatives of political, employer and labor organizations will
not be invited to participate in peace talks until after a cease-fire agreement is concluded. De la
Calle was responding to a request by the rebel coordinator that the talks be expanded to include
other sectors of Colombian society. According to police sources, at least 135 people were killed
on the streets of Cali and Medellin over the weekend. Most of the victims were shot to death in
a spate of isolated incidents. Medellin and Cali are headquarters for Colombia's two main drug
trafficking organizations. Maj. Antonio Hurtado Leon, head of a police battalion in Apartado,
Uraba, located in northwestern Colombia, was shot to death by snipers as he was riding a bicycle
on a local highway. Following a two-day recess, government and rebel representatives resumed
peace talks in Caracas. The rebels presented a counterproposal for a cease-fire in response to a
government proposal submitted the previous week. According to delegates from both sides, the
major issue of disagreement is the question of the size, number and location of security zones for
rebel relocation once an agreement was signed. Sept. 17: Government representatives suspended
the peace talks, after having rejected the rebels' counterproposal on cease-fire arrangements. Under
the government's proposal, rebel combatants would assemble at 60 locales for the duration of the
cease-fire, or prior to integration into civilian society. The rebel proposal calls for creation of 96
"zones," which include over 200 of the nation's 1,000 municipalities. Military personnel would
not be permitted entry into the "zones." The rebels also called for negotiation of several issues
alongside a cease-fire, including mechanisms to control or dismantle paramilitary groups, human
rights protection, and scheduling regional and national conferences to discuss socio- economic
development, democracy, corruption, and natural resource management. Government negotiators
insist that the cease-fire be negotiated first, and separate from other issues. Sept. 18: In Caracas,
following several informal meetings with rebel representatives, government delegation members
said the talks would not be suspended, and debate on cease-fire proposals is to continue. According
to army spokespersons, five campesinos were shot to death execution style on Sept. 18 near Puerto
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Gaitan, Meta department. The spokespersons said rebels are believed responsible for the killings.
According to an article published by the magazine Semana, Colombia is one of the most violent
countries in the world. Of a total 25,808 homicides in 1990, 21,162 victims were shot to death. An
estimated 25,000 firearms are sold every year in Colombia to individuals possessing legal permits.
Government sources indicate that Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) rebels possess
nearly 10,500 weapons, and ELN combatants, about 4,000. No reliable figures exist on the number
of illegal weapons held by drug traffickers, paramilitary groups, campesino self-defense militias, or
common criminals. Sept. 19: According to a report by Attorney General Carlos Arrieta appearing
in local newspapers, the Colombian government has acknowledged that police and soldiers are
responsible for the following human rights violations between January 1990 and April 1991: 560
murders, 664 cases of torture, and 877 illegal detentions. The report was based on 3,000 complaints
received by Arrieta's office over the past two years. Next, the report said 349 members of the security
forces were punished for human rights abuses. Sept. 20: A rebel spokesperson in Caracas told
reporters that the main obstacle in cease-fire negotiations was the rebels' fear of paramilitary
groups after disarmament. The rebels believe that without concrete and effective protection,
disarmed rebels and their sympathizers would be murdered. Military spokespersons reported
that over the past week, at least nine rebels were killed and another five wounded in clashes with
army troops in Campo Capote and Santa Elena del Opon, Santander department. Sources at the
Attorney General's office told reporters that at least eight soldiers, including two officers, are under
investigation for suspected participation in the Aug. 18 massacre of seven people at a farm near the
town of Fusagasuga, 70 km. from Bogota. Government sources initially described the incident as
a clash between common criminals and public security forces. According to police, a Liberal Party
candidate in the October congressional elections was kidnapped, alongwith nine party co-workers.
The incident took place in Argelia, Cauca department, about 400 km. southwest of Bogota. Local
sources said the abductions were the work of dissident members of the former Popular Liberation
Army (EPL), a rebel group demobilized in February 1990. Sept. 21: Superior Court judge Fabiola
Campo de Borrero sustained gunshot wounds while attending a mass on the first anniversary of
her husband's assassination. The shooting took place in Cali. In statements to reporters in Caracas,
rebel leader Pablo Catatumbo said that one of the key obstacles in cease- fire negotiations is the
question of right-wing paramilitary groups. According to Catatumbo, about 10,000 members of such
groups are stationed near rebel-controlled areas of the country. The rebels fear that if they leave
these zones, as called for in the government's proposal, their civilian supporters would fall prey to
the paramilitary squads. Sept. 24: Vigilantes, or members of the "Popular Militias" (MP), announced
plans to run for political office. The MP are known for killing burglars, drug traffickers and other
persons working the streets. In an interview published by daily newspaper El Colombiano, MP
leader Juan Gomez said, "We aspire to become a political movement, but in Colombia democracy is
a caricature." Gomez plans to run for governor of Antioquia department. He told the newspaper he
had no defined political platform, but that the MPs function in a "genuine, participatory, informal"
democratic fashion. The spokesperson added that most MP leaders, residents of Medellin's lowincome neighborhoods, are charismatic, and accustomed to honesty and transparency. According
to Gomez, Colombian politics are corrupt, as well as the armed forces. The emergence of the MPs,
he said, was the result of the absence of credibility and prestige on the part of the public security
forces. The government created an advisory commission charged with drafting mechanisms for the
reintegration of rebels into civilian life. Commission members are business leaders, expected to
develop training and education programs for the former rebels. Sept. 25: Judge Borrero, who was
shot during the weekend, died result of multiple gunshot wounds to the face. The assailant has not
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yet been captured. At least six other judges on Cali's Superior Court have received death threats.
The court recently said it planned to crack down on organized crime in Cali. On Wednesday, the
Supreme Court sent a letter to President Cesar Gaviria demanding more bodyguards to protect
Cali's judges. (Basic data from Xinhua, 09/13/91; AP, 09/19/91, 09/25/91; AFP, 09/12/91, 09/13/91,
09/16/91, 09/18/91, 09/20/91, 09/21/91, 09/24/91; EFE, 09/14/91, 09/16-18/91, 09/20/91, 09/21/91,
09/24/91)
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